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This is about as good as it gets for Compact Thinline Bibles.I'm going to keep the focus of this

review on this book itself, so I'm not going to say much about the merits of this particular translation.

I'm just going to say that the NRSV bible translation is very well regarded and is the preferred

English translation of many, if not most, academic Biblical scholars.The most important thing of any

book is the readability of the type. This is a compact bible, so small fonts come with the territory. I

don't know for sure, but comparing it to my ESV Deluxe Compact Bible, the size looks to be around

6.5. I don't know what font specifically it's set in, but I like it, especially because it doesn't look too

crowded on the page. They gave a little extra space in between the lines so your eyes can see the

page more easily. Also, while there is some "bleed-through" or "shadowing" of the text between the

pages, it is not so bad and is a lot better than some of the other thinline and compact bibles I've

seen. The print is a touch on the light side, but overall, it's really well done. I wouldn't recommend

this for long bouts of reading, but if you are looking for a bible you can leave in your bag in case you

need to look something up, or if you need to read it on the bus, this is a good one.As far as the

content goes, this book contains the Hebrew Bible, the New Testament and the



Apocryphal/Deuterocanonical Books. The publishers have included headings above the chapters,

making the text easier to look through (the Oxford editions of the NRSV don't have them). They also

included 4 maps at the end of the book. There are translators' notes at the bottom of the page, but

there are no cross references included.

Harper-Collins has hit a virtual home run with their "Go Anywhere" Compact/Thinline Bibles, which

are designed to offset the monopoly that OUP once enjoyed in this field of NRSV editions. Firstly,

Harper-Collins' offerings do happen to include an NRSV with Apocrypha, which fact is likely to win

the notice of travelers who want not only a compact Bible in an attractive bonded-leather binding,

but also the OT canon handily enhanced by all books of the Apocrypha. Secondly, this edition is

available in a size (6-5/8 x 4-7/16 x 7/8 inches) that is somewhat more convenient than Oxford's.At

the outset, let us dispense with the notion, so dear to some, that a compact Bible must include

cross-references, concordance, colorful and numerous maps, gazetteer, etc., while offering truly

legible type for the man or woman on the move. One should end in a very thick (say 2-inches)

volume that would sacrifice a measure of portability to breadth of vision. Whereas Harper-Collins

has decided to target its Compact/Thinline Bible for men and women who have no hidden ambition

to become another Stephanus on horseback, researching finer points as he trots from Paris to

Lyons; they do, however, want and demand a compact Bible they can easily read.Readability is

where Harper-Collins' compact Bibles shine, for the font employed is both sufficiently large and crisp

that it "jumps off" the page. I myself have seen three-score years, but I am capable of reading this

"Go Anywhere" Compact/Thinline without need of spectacles; that should tell you how great a job

Harper Bibles has done! Both font and layout are superb, worthy of plaudits here and abroad. The

bonded leather is a subdued navy-blue, while the gilding is silver---no doubt a move for economy's

sake.
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